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Dear Parents, 

 

 The school year is so quickly progressing that there 

is hardly time to catch our breaths.  It seems we have 

just returned from the Christmas break and now it is 

February!  February brings Catholic Schools Week, the 

French students, the Science Fair, Presidents’ Day, 

Valentine’s Day, Ash Wednesday, Lent, the Battle of 

Aiken, and the Diocesan Basketball Tournament!   

 

 Knowing how busy you all are, I encourage you to 

remove the attached calendar and post it prominently so 

that everyone in your family can refer to it.  Mrs. Green 

makes every effort to incorporate as much information 

as possible on these monthly calendars.  Always, though, 

additions are made as the month progresses. 

 

 Next week we celebrate Catholic schools all around 

the country.  Parents, like you, have chosen St. Mary’s 

School for multiple reasons including rigorous 

academics, a safe and well-disciplined environment, a 

network of people who share common Christian beliefs 

and values, and a sense of community.  I invite you to 

celebrate with St. Mary’s School and our parents, 

volunteers, faculty and staff, priests, students and 

community supporters! 

 

 I also invite you to join me in prayer. 

 

 Father, as we celebrate Catholic Schools Week, we 

ask Your Holy Spirit to be with each of us in a special 

way, helping us to show our love for our school, 

classmates, teachers, and self.  May Your love fill us and 

make us glad to be Your friends.  We ask this in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 
  
  
 
 

   Marguerite B. (Peggy) Wertz 
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FRONT PAGE NEWS! 
 
Seventh-grader David Stoner won the Aiken 
County Spelling Bee by out-spelling nine other 
contestants from Aiken County schools.  David 
survived 15 regular rounds and five final 
rounds, correctly spelling ñreassuranceò for the 
victory.   (See the January 26 issue of the 
Aiken Standard for the complete story.) 
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CHANGE TO PTO LUNCH MENU  

 

Parents,  

Due to the closing of Sweet Cow Creamery, the 

lunch menu for Mondays has been changed.  Beginning 

in March, PTO will offer hot dogs, chips with nacho 

cheese, and fruit.  The usual assortment of chips will 

also be available.   

The lunches you ordered for the month of February 

will still be provided.  We have been preparing the 

lunches in St. Angela Hall and will continue to do so.  

But beginning in March, chicken salad, tuna, etc. will 

no longer be offered.   

If you are willing to help with the preparation of 

Monday's lunches, please contact Mary Frei at home, 

643- 0296.  Thank you. 

Mary Frei, St. Mary's PTO 
 

 

A THANK YOU FROM PTO  

 

Thank you to all of the parents and 

faculty for helping to make Gingerbread 

Day special for our children. Your 

support makes this wonderful day 

happen!  

Thank you, PTO 

PARENT PRAYER 

 

Parents of all school-aged children are 

invited to join together each week in Smith 

Hall at 8 a.m. to pray for our children.  We 

will pray for the following families in 

February: 

 

2/3/10 
Wednesday 

2/10/10 
Wednesday 

Morris Nelson 

Mueller Nguyen 

Munschy O'Brien 

 Owens 

 

2/17/10 

Wednesday 

2/24/10 

Wednesday 

Pack Peskar 

Paczynski  Pierce 

Patel  Powers 

Patheja  Pullan 

  

If possible, please make arrangements to attend.  

Call Donna Pierce at 642-9434 for more information. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE MESSAGE 

 

Camp Gravatt Information Night 

 

Many of St. Maryõs students have gone to summer 

camp at Camp Gravatt.  If you are interested in learning 

more about Camp Gravatt, an information night is 

scheduled.  Hope Spruell, the summer camp director, 

will present information about the camp and answer any 

questions. 

 

Monday, February 8, 2010 ; 7:00 ð 8:00 pm
 

Stevenson-McClelland Building 

St. Thaddeus Episcopal Church 

125 Pendleton Street 

 

 

PUBLICATION OF NEW BOOK  

 

St. Maryõs School is proud of parent, Mrs. Alice 

Judd, principal, Mrs. Peggy Wertz, and former parochial 

vicar and teacher, Fr. Jeffrey Kirby, for the release of their 

book, Becoming Father Bob.  This childrenõs book tells 

the story of Bobby, a typical young boy who grows up 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THOSE 

CELEBRATING FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS! 

******************** 

 

02/04 Ross Bullington    6YO 

02/04 Senora Elba Quiles  

02/04 Mrs. Carol Sherburne  

02/04 Mrs. Laura Webster  

02/06 Jordan Kay     3N 

02/07 Aubrey Anna Owens   8M 

02/11 Nina Adams     4R 

02/12 Ashlee Kay     6W 

02/14 Susan Bronikowski   2D 

02/19 Luke Ha 999nna    KD  

02/19 John Michael Kitchens 5W  

02/20 Dina Carroll     1N 

02/21 Christopher Teelon   3N 

02/22 Carter  Townsend   3C 

02/22 Rachel Paczynski    7M 

02/24 Trenton Betow    5W 

02/25 Lucie Zionkowski    4B 

02/27 Lucas Yeh     KD  

02/27 Carlee McClary    7M 
 

 



quite normally and who later answers the calling to 

become a priest. 

 

 
 

The book will be available at the PTO hosted book 

signing and reception at Aiken Center for the Arts on 

Monday, February 1, 2010 between 6:00 and 8:30 pm 

and after all of the Masses on February 6-7. 

 

 
NOTEWORTHY  

STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

 

LEGO Regional Competition 

 

On January 23rd, the St. Mary's 

Lego team, Go Bros, qualified for the 

state Lego competition.  The 

competition lasted all day Saturday 

with 4 rounds, plus competition in the 

areas of project and robot design.  The 

top 6 teams were chosen and head to Clemson in March 

for the state competition.  There will be over 200 teams 

competing that day.  We will continue to practice weekly 

to get ready for the big day.  Thanks to our great coach 

Mrs. Nelson.  She never gave up on us.  Thanks to 

everyone who cheered for us.    

    Michael Anaclerio, Brennan Webster 

 

 

 

School Geography Bee 

 

This yearõs Geography Bee, sponsored by the 

National Geographic Society, held preliminary rounds to 

determine class winners in the 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 grades. 

These class winners went on to participate in the school 

bee held on Thursday, January 14.  The grade winners 

were:  Grade 4ñMason Brodie and Kyle Frei, Grade 5ñ

Adam Rabin and Jesse Moore, Grade 6ñPayton Carter 

and Ross Bullington, Grade 7ñSarah Supan and Rachel 

Paczynski, and Grade 8ñPatrick OõBrien and Emily 

Teelon. 

After an exciting Final Round, Patrick OõBrien was 

declared the first runner up and Payton Carter the first 

place school winner.  We wish to congratulate all the 

participants for a job well done.  This week Payton will 

take the written exam to see if he will participate in the 

State Bee held in Columbia on April 9, 2010.  Good 

luck, Payton! 

 

 

DAR Essay Contest Winners 

 

The Social Studies teachers are happy to announce 

the following winners of the DAR (Daughters of the 

American Revolution) essay contest: 

 

First Place   Second Place Tie 

David Stoner (7
th Gr.

) Natalie Gorensek (8
th

 Gr.) 

Daniel Zaremba (8
th

 Gr.) 

 

 
 

The awards ceremony will take place on 

Wednesday, February 10. 

We are proud of our students.  All classes put forth 

great effort in completing this assignment.  Each student is 

now an expert on the Transcontinental Railroad and this 

very interesting time in U. S. history. 

 

School Spelling Bee 

 

Students in grades 5-8 participated in classroom 

spelling bees to determine competitors in our school 



spelling bell.  Students who competed in our school bee 

on January 8 included:   

(front row) Madeline Grant, Savina Patheja, Bradley 

Brodie, David Stoner, Natalie Gorensek, Aubrey Anna 

Owens, and Mark Tisler   

(back row)  Noah Patheja, Vincent Ylagen, Andrew 

Nelson, Ashlee Kay, Reid DeMass, Annie Schwenker, 

and Payton Carter  

(absent from picture) Ian DeMass and Sarah 

Morales 
 

 


